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Ambassador Phillips, 
General Hort, 
Cari amici americani ed italiani 
 
We are here to celebrate two important occasions: 
 
- The memorial day marking our thoughts for those who lost their lives while serving and protecting 
our countries;  
- 70 years since the end of World War II and Victory in Europe . 
 
It was an honor to take part in these celebrations as Mayor of Florence, representing the city that 
witnessed the sacrifice of these young Americans.  
 
Today I am honored and privileged to bring to you the thoughts of all Italians, as Prime Minister of 
the country that owes to these young soldiers such an important part of its destiny. 
 
SACRIFICE 
 
These are sacred grounds. Our spirit is lifted by the ultimate sacrifice of these young Americans. 
They died to save us. 
 
These sons of the United States of America have become our own sons as well.  
 
Their example reminds us that our freedom came with a price. And it continues to come with a 
price, paid daily by the men and women in uniform who protect us our cities, our children. 
 
When announcing victory to the world, President Truman said that his joy was diminished by the 
“supreme consciousness of the terrible price we have paid”. Even in the moment of ultimate 
success, after long years of war, the tragedy of lost lives was casting a shadow over his happiness 
and that of the Allies. 
 
So it is natural for me here, to think of those Americans and Italians, often hand in hand, engaged 
all over the world to protect lives, ensure stability, uphold our values. 
 
Many times, women and men serving our countries pay the price for our freedom and prosperity, 
and the freedom of others. I am here to give a solemn homage to those men and women, Italian and 
American, serving their country close to home, or far away. 
 
We should not be afraid to call heroes those who fall serving their country and defending universal 
values.  
 
PEACE 
 
70 years ago peace was brought back to our country. A new dawn of hope cast a light after the long 
night of despair and destruction. Italy will never forget its debt of gratitude to the United States, our 



sister nation and strongest ally. Nor will we forget our brotherhood with other Nations who stood 
united to face the ultimate threat to peace.  
 
Thanks to these bonds, Europe now lives in prosperity and above all in Peace as a Union of nations 
and peoples. Those bonds are not forgotten. We need them today more than ever because peace is 
not eternal. It has to be cherished and protected now more than ever. 
 
And what Europe and the US share, in the words of President John F. Kennedy, is  “ not just any 
peace, but a peace that makes life worth living; not only a peace of our time, but a peace of all 
time”. 
 
VALUES 
 
The symbols of this cemetery are powerful. We are all equal in death, like the thousands of identical 
white crosses on this grass.  
 
These crosses mark the sacrifice of young soldiers coming from Idaho, Nebraska, Georgia, all the 
50 States. They came from all over the US and died all for a land they knew very little about.   
 
These humble crosses remind us that the our values unite us. They make us one - E PLURIBUS 
UNUM. 
 
What makes us strong is our struggle for justice and for the protection of our values. 
 
In protecting them, in affirming them we define our own identity. And we respond to those who 
challenge these values. We respond to those who defy our culture, attack our open society. We 
counter those who want us to live in terror. 
 
We respond by instead living in the light of knowledge, of tolerance, respecting others, accepting 
differences and embracing diversity.  
 
We respond by being united. Because embracing diversity, like the Italian land these American 
soldiers died for, makes us one. That is the lesson we must learn from these crosses. 
 
MEMORY 
 
It is 70 years since the end of World War two and the world has changed dramatically.  
 
It has probably changed faster than in any other 70 years in the history of mankind. 
 
Our civilization and technology evolved exponentially. We live in a different world. 
 
And yet, we saw that lessons from 70 years ago are so crucial for addressing today’s challenges. 
From terrorism, to regional instabilities, to mass migration flows, to the complexities of 
international cooperation. 
 
My point is that the memory of those events, and of the lessons they teach us, is crucial to our 
present and future. 
 
Some of you here have direct memory of those days. That is more than a heritage – it is a legacy. 
 



I am forty years old. The generation of my grandparents, of my Nonni, is the last one with direct 
memory of the War.  
 
We now have a huge responsibility. The responsibility of ensuring that this heritage is transmitted 
properly.  To my generation and particularly to that of my children. 
 
We are responsible for making sure that World War two continues teaching us what were the tragic 
mistakes that shall never again be made, and teaching us the lessons that we need to learn. 
 
Giorgio La Pira spoke about the need to keep our hopes even when faced with thedistance between 
our ideals and their incarnation. “Cosa importa se c’e’ sempreuna differenza tra l’ideale eterno e la 
sua realizzazione nel tempo?” 
 
Today’s celebration reminds us that we can and we must try to keep that hope alive: eternal and 
universal ideals can find an eternal embodiment. That, my friends, is the peace of all time that 
President Kennedy was talking about. 
 
HEROES 
 
In the forties of the last century,  the world was different. It was a bigger world, where almost 
everyone did not travel. There was no TV, no internet. For the US, Europe was a land living only in 
the tales of the immigrants. 
 
But when Europe was about to lose its battle for a future of freedom, thousands of men came from 
the US to help Europe. Not to destroy. Not to conquer. But to stop absolute evil, to protect the 
weak, to defend the victims of revenge, to uphold fredom and democratic values: to make the world 
a better place. 
 
Part of them never came back home. In this cemetary we remember 5.811 of them, 4.402 buried 
(4.189 identified, 213 unknown - 4.322 latin crosses, 76 Stars of David; 4 unaccounted for), 1409 in 
the wall of the missing, honouring those who were lost at sea and in Northern Italy. 
 
These numbers are impressive. But we should not think of numbers. We should think of each one of 
them individually. Today we  remember them as HEROES, knowing that probably, none of them 
would have wanted to become one.  
 
Instead, each one of them would have wanted to, and had a right to, grow up, have children, grow 
old. Think of the Bullick brothers, Edward and Charles, the Lis brothers, John and Walter (5 are the 
couples of buried brothers). 
 
All those who are remembered here had NO FUTURE. But their sacrifice allowed Italy and Europe 
TO HAVE ONE. 


